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TEA AND INCENTIVE CATEGORIES 

Summary of new TEA and incentive provisions in Discussion Draft of American Job Creation and Investment Promotion 
Reform Act of 2015  http://www.leahy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/MDM15J00.pdf. This draft did not become law. 

Table 1. Summary of the Nine Incentive Categories for Reduced EB-5 Investment in Discussion Draft Legislation 12/2015 

Special Incentive Category Definition Incentive 

  
 
Priority Urban 
Investment Area 

Area consisting of census tract or group of contiguous tracts  that are within 
an MSA and show one of the following (presumably averaged across the 
group): 

2,000 visas 
reserved + 
$800K TEA 
investment 1  High 

unempl
oyment 

At least 150% of national average unemployment rate. 
Additionally, each tract in the group must itself have the 
150%+ rate or be contiguous to a tract that has such a rate. 

2  Poverty A poverty rate that is at least 20%  

3  Low 
Income 

Median family income is 80% of less of the statewide median 
income or MSA median income, whichever is greater  

4 Rural Area  An area that is outside any city/town with 20,000+ 
population AND outside an MSA (or in an outlying county of a 
MSA) 

2,000 visas 
reserved + 
$800K TEA 
investment 

5 Semi-Rural + 
Depressed Area 

 A census tract that is (or a group of tracts each of which is) 
outside an MSA AND has a 20%+ poverty rate OR median 
family income <80% of statewide median family income 

$800K TEA 
investment 

6 Special 
Investment Zone 

 A census tract or group of up to 12 contiguous tracts that 
have 150% of the national average unemployment rate. If 
using a group, the group must include the subject census 
tract and each of its adjacent tracts, and cannot include 
special land use census tracts or bodies of water.  

$800K TEA 
investment 

7 Closed Military 
Base 

 An area within the boundaries of any military installation 
closed in the past 20 years 

$800K TEA 
investment 

8 Infrastructure 
Project 

 Project that is administered by a governmental entity and 
involves maintaining, improving, or constructing a public 
works project. 

$800K 
investment 

9 Manufacturing 
Project 

 Project that involves improving, constructing, or operating a 
plant, factory, or mill that primarily exists to produce or 
assemble a project in the U.S. 

$800K 
investment 

 

Example A  
(could qualify as 
TEA #1 or #6) 

Example B 
(could qualify as TEA #1) 

  Example C 
(could qualify as TEA #6) 
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Figure 1. Examples of Qualifying High Unemployment TEA Areas  

(cell=a census tract, red shading=high unemployment census tract, white=low unemployment tract, blue=tract with large body of water, 
grey=special land use tract, thick border=boundary of TEA area) 
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