
From: Kristina Seil [mailto:KMS@usvisanet.com]  
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2016 3:45 PM 
To: suzanne@lucidtext.com 
Subject: Confirmation that EB-5 program is extended-- "Laws are like sausages, it is better not to see 
them being made." 
  
Dear Ms. Lazicki, 
  
I saw in your blog that you noted that the RC program reauthorization in HR 5325 is very unclear, and I 

had the same issue! So I looked into it and I believe I found the authorization. I see you also wrote a 

comment referencing part of the below, and I agree with you that a) yes, that’s the authorization (or part 

of it), and b) it is unclear whether congress knows what they are voting on! 
  
As you noted, Division C Section 105-106 of the Continuing Appropriations 2017 Act provides for 

general extension of programs activities listed in the Act until December 9, 2016. The extension of the 

RC program IS referenced in this Act, in the following manner: 
  

DIVISION C—CONTINUING 18 APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017 states that: 
  

The following sums are hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 

otherwise appropriated, and out of applicable corporate or other revenues, receipts, and 

funds, for the several departments, agencies, corporations, and other organizational units 

of Government for fiscal year 2017, and for other purposes, namely: 
  
SEC. 101. 
  

(a)    Such amounts as may be necessary, at a rate for operations as provided in the 

applicable appropriations Acts for fiscal year 2016 and under the authority and 

conditions provided in such Acts, for continuing projects or activities (including 

the costs of direct loans and loan guarantees) that are not otherwise specifically 

provided for in this Act, that were conducted in fiscal year 2016, and for which 

appropriations, funds, or other authority were made available in the following 

appropriations Acts: 
… 
  
(6) The Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2016 (division F 

of Public Law 114–113). 
  
  
In turn, Division F of Public Law 114-113 (the Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act) 

includes the following: 
  

Sec. 575.  &lt;&lt;NOTE: 8 USC 1153 note.&gt;&gt; Section 610(b) of the Departments of 

Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related  Agencies Appropriations Act, 1993 (8 

U.S.C. 1153 note) shall be applied by substituting ``September 30, 2016'' for the date specified in 

section  106(3) of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 114-53). 
  
Likewise, section 106(3) of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 114-53) states the 

following: 
  

Sec. 106. &lt;&lt;NOTE: Expiration date.&gt;&gt;  Unless otherwise provided for in this Act or 

in the applicable appropriations Act for fiscal year  2016, appropriations and funds made 

available and authority granted pursuant to this Act shall be available until whichever of the 

following first occurs: (1) the enactment into law of an appropriation for any project or activity 
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provided for in this Act; (2) the enactment into law  of the applicable appropriations Act for fiscal 

year 2016 without any provision for such project or activity; or (3) December 11, 2015. 
  
I feel confident that the reference to the “8 USC 1153 note” indicates the RC program, as follows: 
  

PILOT IMMIGRATION PROGRAM  
  
Pub. L. 110–329, div. A, §144, Sept. 30, 2008, 122 Stat. 3581, as amended by Pub. L. 111–8, div. 

J, §101, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 Stat. 988, provided that: ‘‘The requirement set forth in section 610(b) 

of the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 1993 [Pub. L. 102–395] (8 U.S.C. 1153 note) shall continue through 

September 30, 2009.’ 
  
I believe that the above shows that the RC program is extended to December 9, 2016. 
  
Hope that is helpful! 
  
Very truly yours, 

  

Kristina M. Seil, 
Attorney at Law 
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From: Michael Harris [mailto:michael@harrislawpa.com]  
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2016 4:03 PM 
To: suzanne@lucidtext.com 
Subject: Post: RC program extension to 12/9, reauthorization history, new RCs 
 

Hi Suzanne,  

 

Thanks for disseminating the CR bill on your website. Rather than post a 

comment, I thought I would write you directly to concur with your analysis. The 

extension is definitely in there.  
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It seems pretty clear, as you note, that Section 101(a)(6) of HR 5325 provides that 

funding of the Regional Center Program shall continue to be appropriated by 

explicitly referring to Division F of PL 114-113, which said:  

 

“Section 610(b) of the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the 

Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1993 (8 U.S.C. 1153 

note) shall be applied by substituting ‘‘September 30, 2016’’ for the date 

specified in section 106(3) of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2016 

(Public Law 114–53).” 

 

(As you know, Section 610(b) of PL 102-395 (also an appropriations act) created 

the regional center program in 1992.)  

 

Yet, rather than inserting a new date to replace the provision in last year’s act, 

this one was drafted set the end date of the appropriation. 

 

So, in short, Section 101(a)(6) is the explicit extension of the RC program, and 

Section 106 provides the explicit end date to it.  

 

 

Best,  

 

  
 Michael A. Harris, Esq.  ●  Board Certified Immigration Lawyer 

HARRISLAW, P.A.   

| o: (305) 792.8677  ●  d: (305) 722.9277  ●  m: (305) 423.9325  ●  f: (305) 726.0048 

| michael@harrislawpa.com  ●  www.harrislawpa.com 

| Miami  Tower, 100 SE 2nd Street, Suite 3400, Miami, Florida  33131    

             
 

 
  
 

mailto:michael@harrislawpa.com
http://www.harrislawpa.com/
http://www.harrislawpa.com/
http://www.floridabar.org/names.nsf/0/032743A960B8872A8525736C004CD2F8?OpenDocument
http://www.martindale.com/Mr-Michael-A-Harris-Esq/45208581-lawyer.htm
http://www.ailalawyer.com/english/AttorneyDetail.aspx?P=27738&A=65086
https://iiusa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/visaattorneys
http://www.linkedin.com/in/visaattorney

